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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
This is written in reference to application number 10/685432 filed on October 16, 2004 and published as 
US 2004/0096772 Al on May 20, 2004 and is a continuation of application number 09/901657, now 
abandoned. 

Response to Amendment 

1. Claims 1-3 and 13 have been cancelled Claims 4-12 are currently pending. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on August 23, 2004 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this appMcation, which would extend beyond the expiration date of US 6517993 has been 
reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

3. The said terminal disclaimer is sufficient to overcome the double patenting rejection of record 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 4- 1 2 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the applicant's arguments in 
regard to the prior art teachings of Coe (US 6218476) were convincing. The examiner has found no 
teaching in the prior art that himic acid would provide functionality to any other polymer than the taught 
polypropylene. The primary references of Mizutani (JP 2001-188349 & 2001-188348) and Foster (US 
6165682) fail to teach the use of a polypropylene recurring unit. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not have been motivated nor would it have been obvious to substitute the taught maleic anhydride 
of the said primary references with the claimed himic anhydride. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Yvette C. Thornton whose telephone number is 571-272-1336. The examiner cannormally 
be reached on Monday-Thursday 8-6:30. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Cynthia H. Kelly can be reached on 571-272-1526. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

9. InformaHon regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
hiformation Refrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9197 (toll-free). 
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